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The political turmoil unleashed in recent years has influenced how people interact and 
organize themselves. “Arab Spring” is an example of how communities are a powerful 
driver of global digital culture. During this social unrest and political upheaval, social 
media platforms played an important role in the organization of these movements that 
spilled across the Middle East in early 2011, beginning with Tunisia and continuing 
across Egypt and into Yemen (Browning, 2013). In this process, many authoritarian 
governments toppled in the Arab Spring wake. In this respect, some governments like in 
Egypt attempted to eliminate the nation's Internet access to inhibit the use of social 
media to generate protests (Overbey et al., 2013). 
 
In another vein, these social movements were underestimated by their importance of 
self-expression and collective experience. In the case of the Arab Spring protests, it was 
historically marked by the considerable amount of attention focused on the role of digital 
technologies in promoting collective activism to circumvent state-operated media 
channels, that is, the social media platforms served to give voice to these people that 
were otherwise not represented in the traditional media (Overbey et al., 2013). 
However, ten years after the uprising, the initial euphoria felt in the Arab world in the 
immediate aftermath of the uprising proved to be short-lived (Schapals & Harb, 2021). 
 
In this scenario of political turmoil, Brazil is suffering from an economic downturn and a 
lack of political leadership in recent years that has resulted in an unprecedented crisis 
that is causing widespread human suffering, upending lives, devastating forests, 
threatening democracy, and risking reversals of hard-won progress (Caren et al., 2020; 
Inclán, 2018). Even before 2016, when the impeachment of the President Dilma 
Rousseff happened, the turbulent years amid an extensive corruption scandal have 
heated the people on social media platforms. It was intensified even more after the 



 

 

victory of Jair Bolsonaro and the "right turn" of Brazilian politics. In this almost decade of 
crises (political, economic, and social), social movements have taken to social media to 
organize protests (Caren et al., 2020). 
 
In our study, we consider the 2013 protests in Brazil, also known as “June Journeys” 
(Jornadas de Junho, in Portuguese) as the initial point of articulation on social media 
platforms that galvanized movements to pressure the Brazilian government to develop 
and implement policies to mitigate corruption and its consequences and ensure a more 
sustainable pathway for the population. Although it started against increases in public 
transportation fare prices, this movement grew to include other issues such as the 
police brutality used against demonstrators. Similar to Arab Spring, social media has 
played a fundamental and influential role in the organization of public outcries and in 
keeping protesters in touch among them. Hence, this movement was considered 
“Brazilian Spring” (Caren et al., 2020; Inclán, 2018). 
 
Since then, another social movement has attracted attention not only from the 
government but also from the media. The 2018 Brazil truck drivers’ strike, also called 
the diesel crisis, drew significant attention, as the paralysis of roads caused a shortage 
of food, medicines, and oil across the country. Disparate bands of truckers turned to 
WhatsApp and Facebook to unite thousands of drivers in the largest truckers strike in 
the nation’s history (Lopes, 2018). With the same emphasis on movement building and 
coalition work on online social media, the panelaço gained popularity after the protests 
against the former president Dilma Rousseff in 2015 (Magalhães, 2020). Inspired by the 
Italian cacerolazo, it became a form of popular protest in Brazil, in which people make 
noise by banging pots, pans, and other utensils to call for attention. These 
demonstrations are organized using these platforms to have a coordinated action.  
 
Considering that all these three movements were built in the new media, traditional 
news media has been impacted by these events. Influenced by these social dynamics 
of the platforms, these movements represent an evolving power trend in society. Since 
social movements attempt to replace “a dominant belief system that legitimizes the 
status quo with an alternative mobilizing belief system that supports collective action for 
change” (Gamson et al., 1982, p. 15), Brazilian news media have to report on these 
events under a myriad of contextual control, in some cases diminishing their strength, in 
others multiplying it (Harlow, 2012; Harlow et al., 2020). Although there are many 
studies, the research in Brazil remains limited. Therefore, this study aimed to answer 
the following research questions: 
 
RQ1: How does traditional media frame these movements? 
RQ2: How are these movements interconnected according to the media? 
 
To fill this gap in the literature, this study, under the lens of sociology and social media 
theory, examines the evolution of these movements using data gathered from GNews 
API (Barua et al., 2019; Gupta et al., 2021; Hswen et al., 2020). Data was composed of 
news articles published from January 2013, the time that the first event occurred, until 
January 2021, when the COVID-19 death reached a boom in the city of Manaus in the 
north of Brazil, leading to a great panelaço (Marreiro, 2021). In order to understand how 
the media frames these social movements and provide a contextual context of how 



 

 

these movements are interrelated (Goffman, 1974), we conducted a time-series 
analysis to identify the peaks of these events. Based on these initial results, we 
randomly selected 40 news stories from legacy news media when peaks occur to 
analyze how the media framed these events, according to code frames derived from an 
initial exploratory analysis of a sample, then defined in a codebook (Matthes, 2009). 
 
Our initial findings indicate that there is a strong critique about some of these 
movements as they are challenging pre-existing power relationships that the traditional 
news media had. Additionally, news media use these movements to report on 
governmental actions and dilemmas, and, at the same time, to remain in the illusionary 
‘objectivity’ (Tong & Zuo, 2019). Although these groups brought some level of 
independence from the media and influence on salient issues covered by the media 
(Lippmann, 1921; Walgrave & Van Aelst, 2006), the promises to break from the 
constraints of traditional media and embrace novel forms of connection and community 
are yet limited. We can argue that these three movements are at some level 
interconnected, due to the strong influence of the political destabilization in Brazil. On 
the other hand, echoing the findings in the Arab Spring movement (Schapals & Harb, 
2021), the initial euphoria of these movements proved to be short-lived. 
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